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Essay, read in French by a Frenchman on French
universities. The rest of the evening went in songs and
complimentary speeches. . .. . The Germans, though
certainly kinder ajid more good-natured I think than the
English, are also not only much poorer but far less
civilized. They know nothing of the quietness and reserve
which belong to civilization, in an Englishman's idea of it
at any rate. Their jokes are far louder and noisier, their

eating and drinking coarser than ours-----  They were far

more intelligent and cultivated men, kinder-hearted too,
probably, and were of as good a character as our
members ... but they are a century behind civilization. It
is the difference, or nearly the difference, between Sir J.
Reynolds' Dilettante Society and Jan Steen's Debating
Society.

August 21. Finished the Laocoon . . . there are few
books I should so much like to have written, few books
which have taught me so much,

December 4, PARIS. Heard a lecture by Renaji on the
book of Daniel. What a strange old man! If I had to
describe him in a word I should say he was spirituelin the
French sense of the word and not " spiritual" in ours.
He looks like an old Epicurean, very lively and happy and
clever, but quite unencumbered with a soul.